The colposcopic examination.
A well-organized and complete colposcopic examination is a vital component of the evaluation of a patient with an abnormal Papanicolaou smear. The properly administered colposcopic examination requires patient preparation, correct equipment and an experienced colposcopist. Under magnified illumination, the cervix is examined for abnormalities. Visualization of premalignant and malignant changes guides the colposcopist in the choice of cervical biopsy sites. The severity and extent of disease can then be histologically determined, and appropriate treatment initiated.